274.   REMARKS IN SCHOOL VISITORS9 BOOK

DELHI,
November 13, 1924

I am happy to visit this "Modern School". Its cleanliness
and tidy up-keep is commendable. I have only one apprehension:
if this upsurge of modernism destroys our ancient values, it will
be a great loss to the young men and women of our country. I
venture to voice this fear because I see a sincerity of purpose in
the creation of this institution and wish it all progress.

MOHANDAS GANDHI
[From Hindi]

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan
Desai

275.   LETTER TO COL. MEL
As AT SABABMATI,
November 13, 1924
DEAR COL. MEL,
Mr. Pragji K. Desai1 whom I know well and who was with
me in South Africa is at present a prisoner in the Hyderabad Cen-
tral Jail. He Was convicted some time ago at Surat under
section 124 A of the Indian Penal Code.
I am told that
L   Mr. Desai has lost in weight,
2.    he is isolated from the rest of the prisoners .and has
therefore no human contact save that of his keepers,
3.    the greens he gets are said to be as a rule grassy and un-
eatable,
4.    he has applied for permission to spin cotton but he is per-
mitted only to twist prepared yarn.   If the authorities are not
prepared to supply Mr. Desai with slivers, I can arrange for
such supply if permitted.
Rather than publish the above information in the Press, I
am passing it on to you for kind inquiry. I may state that
1 Editor of the JVflzwgwg, Surat